Ray Benn on;  “Promises….promises.”

I tend to speak quietly, so if anybody can’t hear me please raise a hand…and Harriet…you’ll just have to ring your call-bell.  For those of you who think I jest about the beeper, please check with Briana for an account of recent “happenings.” 

PROMISES….PROMISES…
A glib expression, but the life of every one of God’s creations begins with “potential promise”…both given and received.

So, what were some of the given and received promises in H’s life and, if and how they were fulfilled?  Not to go into the detail that Briana spoke of; but one of the fulfilled promises includes;

“CARE-GIVING.”  H followed her mother’s footsteps (Nana; Dorothy Kirk) and also became a Registered Nurse, continuing a family trait as “care-givers,” that continues through the next two generations.
Through Nursing, H met and married John and they raised 2 children to be very responsible adults with sound human values and ethics.
Chip…to take the lead from John and pursue a distinguished career in the Navy.
Pam…to become an accomplished educator like Nana, but in Teaching not Nursing.  Regardless, Pam has also been the major “care-giver” to both Nana and Harriet.  Briana and Britanny now carry the “care-giver flag” in their professions.

This family trait of “care-giving” represents a real contribution and is a “given fulfilled promise” about which H and her family can be proud.

However, there were promises that one would normally liked to have received, such as good health.   Sadly, H did not receive much in the way of good health promises.   However, she was a “fighter” against illness, because she survived through a great deal of ill health that could have taken her life well before 82.
She has been through; 
an early car accident, ovarian cancer, high blood pressure, diabetes, triple by-pass surgery, a major stroke and broken arms, fingers and hip (some of which can be attributed to her being too stubborn to use her walker!)   and this last hospitalization with all its complications.  
In short, she has taken a lickin’ and just kept on ticking.

So, good health was among “received promises NOT fulfilled.”
The overall balance on life’s promises seems to be captured in a poem (attributed to Annie Johnson Flint) on;
“What God has promised.”
God has not promised skys always blue,
Flower-strewn pathways, all our lives through.

God has not promised sun without rain,

Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.

But, God has promised strength for the day,

Rest for the laborer, light on the way;

Grace for the trials, help from above,

Unfailing sympathy, undying love.                 Annie Johnson Flint
In summary, the promises given in H’s life have been made possible by those promises received.   H has run the course and can now receive the promise of Heaven in reward.
